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ABSTRACT 
 
In October of 2009, Major General Robert Scales, US Army-Retired, published a thought-provoking article in the 
Armed Forces Journal entitled "Return of the Jedi" in which he argued in favor of a new emphasis on an educated 
service elite. He effectively laid out the shortcomings of the existing system, based on his personal experience and 
research.  The authors wholly endorse his positions, but more importantly, take his vision as a starting point for this 
paper.  One of the authors (Davis) had the opportunity to meet with General Scales to discuss the authors' approach 
to both the issues he identified and to expanding on his proposed solution.  Basically, the authors have significant 
experienced in distributed computing in the DoD and distance education in the academic setting.  They see General 
Scales' vision as being particularly amenable to these kinds of technology and pedagogy.  In this paper, they set 
forth the issues, the vision, the prior experience and the opportunity to accelerate the adoption of advanced 
technologies to augment the General's suggested remedies.  After reviewing and analyzing the goals, they adduce 
the lessons learned over decades of teaching in classroom settings, both academic and DoD.  These lessons have 
been incorporated in the implementation of Computer-Aided Education and in Distance education in academia by 
the authors.  Next they examine the overlap between these capabilities and the vision set forth by General Scales.  
They show how, within their experience, similar goals have better been met with technology.  The article then 
considers the fast approaching constraints of diminishing funding and asserts that technology can respond better than 
traditional methods.  The limitations of this approach are identified and discussed.  The article closes with an outline 
for system implementations to respond to General Scales' call for action. 
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